City of White
 Regular Meeting
February 2nd,2026	

The White City Council hosted its Regular Monthly Meeting on Monday February 2nd, 2026, at the McKnight Community Center.  Mayor Lagerstrom called the meeting to order at 7:00PM.  Roll call was taken; council members were present: Cutler, McManus, Sunderland, Willmott, Haines, and Wright were all present.  Guests for the evening were Cedric Hay from Banner Associates, Doug Wermdal from the Tri-City Star, Julie Westberg, Dave & Becky Biteler, Taylor Ekern, Jennica Weiss, and Carter Ekern.  All motions are unanimous unless otherwise noted.
Mayor Lagerstrom began the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance, followed by roll call.
Motion by Sunderland to amend the agenda to add Cedric from Banner, seconded by Willmott to accept the agenda.
Motion by Wright, seconded by Cutler to approve the minutes from the January 5th 2026 regular meeting.
Motion by Sunderland, seconded by McManus to approve the bills as noted on the Claims Register.  
	Claimant
Bizzy Bee Cleaning
Allegra
Appeara
Bioag Energy
Brkings Area Crimestoppers
Century Business Products
Chad Landmark
City of White
DANR
Deubrook Community Library
First Dist
Pests B Dead
RFD News Group
Riteway
Runnings Supply
Small Town Soda
Steven Britzman
Team Lab
US Post Office
Winwater
Eftps
First Bank & Trust
Harland Clarke
Aflac
Heartland
First Bank & Trust CC
Itc
Brkings County Sheriff
Infotech
South Dakota 811
Prunty Construction
Brkings Deuel Rural Water
Total Payroll
TOTAL
                   
END OF MONTH TOTALS
DDA
MONEY MARKET
CD
	Check Amount
$430.00
$156.40
$80.18
$269.65
$500.00
$56.72
$50.00
$2,598.23
$550.00
$5,000.00
$819.55
$130.00
$219.92
$223.84
$83.47
$5,000.
$3,913.41
$1,790.00
$90.00
$1,732.10
$2,142.20
$32.80
$135.47
$500.26
$2,218.40
$195.88
$406.11
$1,640.00
$384.50
$1.05
$197,632.35
$2,998.75
$7,232.78
$231,981.24


$808,002.25
$1,358,153.95
$100,000.00


	Description
Hall/Firehall Cleaning
Advertisement Cards
Towels/Dust Mops/Mops
Fuel
2026 Donation
Copy Contract
Jan Phone
City Utilities
2026 Fees
2025&2026 Donations
2026 Dues
Rodent Control
Publishing
Laser Utility Bills
Road Supplies
Mayors Big Picture
Legal Fees
Sewer Chemicals
Yearly PO Box
Replacements
PP1&2 Taxes
Ach Fees
Deposit Slips
Jan Coverage
Feb Firehall Pymt
1099’s/Stamps
Jan Phone/Internet
Dec 2025 Law
Dec 2025 Contract
Dec 2025 1 Call
Water/Sewer Project
835,000 Gallons
Jan Payroll






Dave Biteler spoke during public comment. He wanted to introduce himself to the council. He is running for Brookings County Sheriff. He said he has been a Brookings County resident for 22 years. He has been in the National Guard and served 1 tour in Iraq. 2016 he started full time as Court Deputy and has worked his was up to Assistant Sheriff. He strongly believes in community involvement. He asked for their support during the upcoming election. He thanked the council for their time. 
Supplemental Ordinance 2026-01 second reading. This ordinance is to clean up year 2025 budget. Motion made by Sunderland, seconded by McManus to approve Ordinance 2026-01.
Encumbrance Resolution 2026-03. It was noticed by Mayor Lagerstrom that the $2500.00 donation was not paid out to the Deubrook Library. This resolution is to pay that donation out of the 2025 budget. Motion made by McManus, seconded by Haines to approve Resolution 2026-03.
Mayor Lagerstrom talked about the Mayors Big Vision contest. Small Town Soda was the winner of the Mayors Big Vision contest. Owners are Taylor Ekern, Jennica Weiss, and Carter Ekern. They were granted the full $5,000. The money came from a Heartland Power economic grant. Small Town Soda was going to use the funds to go towards a trailer to be able to be more mobile. Their business started last year and has started to become more popular. They said that they are very active on social media. Make sure to go check out this business that was started right here in White South Dakota!
Mayor Lagerstrom contacted Maguire Iron for a maintenance plan for our water tower. They sent one over that they use for city towers. It is a ten-year contract that would start in 2027. Every other year they will drain the tower and access to make sure everything is running. $2,850.00 is the charge for the years they drain and inspect the tower. It is about a full day worth of work. It is very important that we maintain our water and get it checked regularly to hopefully prevent bigger problems. Motion made by McManus, seconded by Wright to approve the contract.
Kayla talked about the new website options. This company was sent to the city from SendSecure. The city has a grant through them that is helping with transferring over to the .gov domain. The city has two options for the website through Factor360. We can have them just change the domain name or we can have them update our website. They did send us a price sheet. Their hosting fees a year are cheaper than our current host. Our expenses can be more dependent on how we want our website set up. Something that both Alderman Sunderland and Alderman Cutler want added is more than one year of meeting minutes on our website. Kayla said she could get more information and fees associated with have more than one year on the website. Kayla did say that she is happy with the price of Factor360. The current host you have to sign a 3-year contract. Our next contract update we will have to change our site anyway. The price will also increase with this. Our site is very outdated so this is why we will be forced to upgrade with the next upgrade. Alderman Cutler was worried that the new website won’t be as easy to use. Kayla did let him know that there would be a learning curve with anything new. It’s a change and change takes time to figure out. Motion made by Sunderland, seconded by Wright to approve the new website contingent on price for meeting minutes.
Cedric from Banner gave a construction update. Prunty submitted all final quantities to Banner on January 20, 2026. Banner will review the quantities submitted and set up a meeting with Prunty to discuss the final quantities. Once all final quantities have been reconciled, Banner will prepare a 
change order and final pay request. Banner will also set up a meeting with the City, First District and DANR to discuss the funding breakout on the final change order and pay request prior to City approval. A 60% review meeting was held on January 26th at the Banner office Cedric and Scot reviewed the plans with Mayor Matt and Chad. We will work on the revisions and complete other tasks identified.
A 90% design meeting is scheduled for February 23rd. The submittal to DANR will follow the 90% design meeting with the City once all changes have been incorporated into the project documents. 
Banner and the City staff plan to meet the week of February 2nd to investigate the locations of a few sanitary sewer services on the project to determine the direction of flow. A meeting was held on December 15th with some school board members and City staff prior to the council meeting to discuss 
the proposed street and utility improvements and the school’s parking needs on the west and east side of the school. Cedric said that they are hoping to turn plans in the first week of March to Danr for approval. Bidding would take place mid-late April with construction beginning the middle of May.
Mayor Lagerstrom gave the Mayor’s report. He started off with an idea to make a magnet with area business numbers on it for residents. This way if residents need quick access to local numbers that they have them. Kayla did get quotes from Allegra for three different sizes. All three size quotes are for quantities of 500. 4x6 $430.00, 5x7 $570.00, and 4x8 $540.00. Alderman Cutler preferred the 4x8 size so the words wouldn’t be so small. The board agreed that they didn’t want anything too small. Mayor Lagerstrom asked if someone would be willing to head this project. This would be collecting numbers and maybe a design. Kayla did say that Allegra was willing to help with the design of the magnet if we would like their help. Alderman Sunderland and Alderman McManus volunteered to head this project. More information will come at a later date. The Mayor then spoke on the Safe & Secure quote. The city needs a camera system. One that doesn’t require batteries and is wired in. Alderman Sunderland did say that it is not just for the city building protection but also area residents. Police now use cameras to help in other situations as well. The quotes are for McKnight Hall and the Fire Hall with maintenance shop. McKnight Halls quote came in at $12,465.74. Fire Hall and maintenance shop came in at $9,500.52. Alderman Wright asked where the money was coming from in the budget. Mayor Lagerstrom stated that he is hoping to add it to the budget for next year. Assistant Sheriff Dave Biteler said the is a Homeland Security Grant that is available to help cities with their security. He said that Bob Hill sent it out last week. He believed the applications needed to be turned in by the end of March 2026. Kayla asked him if he could forward the information on to her. He said he would send the info tomorrow to the city office. There will be more information to come with this. Next, he talked about the upcoming Equalization meeting. If you are interested in how Property Taxes work – FOR CITY STAFF & COUNCIL MEMBERS ONLY – the Brookings County Board of Equalization meets on Wednesday February 18th in room 300. This is typically an hour-long informative meeting going over changes for the last year and provides insights into how property taxes are determined. We will be hosting a Special Meeting in March where the Public are welcome to attend as we discuss how this process works. This is also the opportunity for residents in the area to contest their annual property tax bill. Mayor Lagerstrom also said the process for property tax appeals. For 2026, if a property owner plans to appeal the valuation of their property, they must file written notice of intention to appeal with the city clerk by March 12, 2026 (SDCL 10-11-16). The city clerk must then provide a copy of each written intention to appeal to the Director of Equalization by March 13, 2026.At that time, the Equalization Office will provide appeal forms to be filled out by the appellant when they appear before the Board during the week of March 16-20, 2026. This method provides more orderly meetings; with the Board knowing exactly how many appeals will be heard and how many meetings the Board needs to schedule to hear all the appeals. It will also allow the Board to contact the Equalization Office for information if there is a question about a certain property.


Kayla gave the finance report. She let the council know that the bucket truck payment was received in the amount of $1,302.00. Jim Urban from Mueller sent an email to the city regarding upcoming changes to the water meter software. He is strongly encouraging the city to get Mueller Support now. Jim said that if you are currently enrolled in Mueller Support when the city has to change over that we will get a discount on the new support. It will be about a $800.00 difference on the support cost. The City still said they want to hold off on paying for support as we have never paid in the past. Kayla said that she completely understands this but wants to make sure that they have all of the information so there are no surprises later on. Kayla said that she put in their packet’s financial statements for White Community Club, Deubrook Community Library, and White Volunteer Ambulance. The Fire Department will have their statement in March 2026. We did have one building permit issued last week for the completion of a basement. Our Bond closing date is set for February 10th, 2026. This is for the phase 2 water/sewer project. There were two accounts that were on the disconnect list for utilities this month. Kayla said that one has applied for help through the Utility Assistance Program and the other made a payment of $350.00 towards their bill. They have all stayed in contact with me and have kept me aware. It is at the council’s discretion as to what they want to do. Julie Westberg asked if people have been applying for the funds. I did tell her that we have had a few applications turned in. Mayor Lagerstrom said that this is a great benefit for the residents that Bill and MJ Powers have set up. They do need donations for the account to help keep this service going. So, if anyone is available to donate the account is set up at First Bank & Trust. 
Chad gave the maintenance report. Chad said that he received an estimate for the bucket for the loader. It was $4,500.00. He said that he would work on getting another estimate for the March 2026 meeting. The council asked him to look into Christmas decorations for the poles here in White. Chad said we have 10 poles that we put decorations on. Decorations per pole are anywhere from $350.00-500.00 per decoration. Mayor Lagerstrom said that these decorations were purchased around 20 years ago and the White Community Club helped with the purchase of them. Chad is going to do some more research on these. Chad also said that the psi gauge in the water tower froze which allowed for the tower to overflow a little bit. Chad thankfully saw it right away and got it fixed. 
Motion made by McManus, seconded by Sunderland to go into executive session at 8:18pm.
Out of Executive Session at 9:37pm.
Motion made by McManus, seconded by Sunderland to adjourn the meeting at 9:37pm.
Next Meeting March 2nd,2026 7pm McKnight Hall Legion Room. 

