


City of White – Pioneer Day Policy –  Adopted 3NOV2025
1. The City of White recognizes that Pioneer Day weekend – the third weekend in July – is a significant cultural event for the community.  This Policy has been written in consultation with the Community Club of White’s Pioneer Day Committee; and Lefty’s Bar in the interest of assuring mutual understanding of responsibilities in meeting the long-term goals of the City and to reduce confusion in scheduling events.  The terms of this policy will take effect January 1, 2026.

2. Coordination of City Facilities:
a. It is understood that the “Old Jail” on Lincoln Avenue is a City-owned storage facility for Pioneer Day materials – the Committee is responsible for security and upkeep of normal “routine maintenance” like painting and general appearance of this building as “rent” for the facility; major repairs like replacing the roof or windows will be the responsibility of the City.  The Committee shall always have access to it.  The City reserves the right to inspect the facility for hazardous conditions and shall be granted access with 24 hours of notice to the Committee.
b. The following schedule outlines who have priority for occupying City Facilities the days before and during the third weekend in July.  In the event of construction or closure, an alternative site will be negotiated with the City and Committee.
i. No Pioneer Day preparation or placement may happen at any City Facility before the Monday of the event week.
ii. Monday: 
1. The Committee may coordinate with the City for storage of materials within the picnic shelter starting the Monday of the event week.  The Committee is responsible for providing locks for the building.
2. All Pioneer Day materials shall be cleared from City Property by 10:00PM the Monday following the celebration weekend.
iii. Tuesday and Wednesday:
1. The City will prepare the grounds of the City Parks, and around the Arena for occupation by the Committee.
2. The Parks will be turned over to the Committee at 5:00PM Wednesday.
iv. Thursday:
1. The City Parks shall be at the disposal of the Committee for family friendly activities.
v. Friday:
1. Main Street between the Post Office to the West and the Veterinary Clinic to the East, and along School Avenue from the alley to the north of the Hall to the alley south of the Bank, shall be made available from 6:00PM to 2:00AM to the Committee for scheduling a public event.  Activities after midnight shall be of a “subdued” nature that is respectful of the nearby residential neighborhood; it is understood that weather delays may cause activities to go later into the evening.
2. The City will provide public access to the bathrooms of McKnight Hall.  It is the responsibility of the Committee to assure that the bathrooms are clean before they depart for the evening.  Any reports of damage must be reported to the City by 9:00AM the next morning and will be handled by the City as appropriate.
3. The McKnight Hall will be available to the Committee for activities so long as they are respectful of the Library Book Sale area underneath the “East wing” of the Hall area.
vi. Saturday:
1. The City Parks shall be at the disposal of the Committee for family friendly activities.
2. The Streets of the City shall be made available for a parade – the exact route will be approved by the City Council after submission by the Committee.
3. Main Street between the Post Office to the West and the Veterinary Clinic to the East, and along School Avenue from the alley to the north of the Hall to the alley south of the Bank, shall be made available from 6:00PM to 2:00AM to the Committee for scheduling a public event.  Activities after midnight shall be of a “subdued” nature that is respectful of the nearby residential neighborhood; it is understood that weather delays may cause activities to go later into the evening.
4. The City will provide public access to the bathrooms of McKnight Hall.  It is the responsibility of the Committee to assure that the bathrooms are clean before they depart for the evening. Any reports of damage must be reported to the City by 9:00AM the next morning and will be handled by the City as appropriate.
5. McKnight Hall shall be at the disposal of the American Legion Auxiliary and the Deubrook Community Library for their fundraising activities.  The Library Book Sale will be in the “East Wing” of the Hall area.
6. The McKnight Hall will be available to the Committee for activities so long as they are respectful of the Library Book Sale area underneath the “East wing” of the Hall area.
vii. Sunday:
1. McKnight Hall shall be at the disposal of the American Legion and the Deubrook Community Library for their fundraising activities.  The Library Book Sale will be in the “East Wing” of the Hall area.
2. The Arena area of the Baseball Complex shall be available for the Committee to host family friendly activities.  It is the responsibility of the Committee to assure that the Arena and the surrounding area is clear of all debris and any spilled fluids are safely disposed of to assure no environmental damage or safety concerns exist.
c. In the event of a conflict – the party with a conflict shall contact the City Finance Office to state their issue and if needed it will be dealt with at a Regular Meeting of the City Council.  Ideally, conflicts will be handled in a simple meeting between the parties in conflict and the Mayor – larger conflicts will be addressed at the next Regular City Council Meeting.



3. Financial Responsibility:
a. The City of White desires that the Pioneer Day event be “self-supporting”.  
i. The City of White will cover cost of insurance for the weekend.
ii. The City of White will provide an annual “loan” of $5000 to the Committee to cover the costs of:
1. Extra Garbage Cans and Dumpster Collection at spots designated by the Committee.
2. Placement of porta-potties to support adequate public sanitation at spots designated by the Committee.
iii. The aforementioned expenses (3.ii) will be arranged by the City so that the Committee can retain “tax-exempt” status.
1. The Committee will provide numbers and locations for the appropriate needed porta-potties and dumpsters no later than April 1st of the year of the festival.
2. The City will act as point of contact for insurance, porta-potties, and garbage bins.
b. It is expected that all invoices for the aforementioned expenses (3.ii) are repaid to the City no-later-than the 31st of August following that year’s event.

4. Coordination of Alcohol Sales:
a. The City of White understands that sales of alcohol are a significant source of income for the event.  Anyone seeking a license (permit) for alcohol sales must follow all applicable State Laws including asking for legal identification if underage alcohol purchase is suspected.
b. A corridor for “open container” walking shall be coordinated with the City along the streets of the City in accordance with SDCL 31-1.5.5.  This allows for “malt beverages” (beer and wine) to be transported in areas permitted by the City.  It does not allow for liquor or mixed drinks to be along the corridor.
c. Specific Responsibility for Alcohol Sales:
i. Thursday – No sales licenses will be issued.
ii. Friday:
1. The Committee may sell beer and wine at the Park to fund their operations.
2. To help alleviate crowd issues, Lefty’s will be allowed to sell alcohol on the sidewalk outside of their establishment.  Any other licensed establishment may apply for a similar license to sell immediately adjacent to their establishment.
3. The Committee may sell alcohol on the sidewalk outside of McKnight Hall to fund their operations.
4. Prices shall be equal for like products.  The organizations involved should sell different products.  The City cannot regulate this beyond the permit issued.
iii. Saturday:
1. The Committee may sell beer and wine at the Park to fund their operations.
2. To help alleviate crowd issues, Lefty’s will be allowed to sell alcohol on the sidewalk outside of their establishment. Any other licensed establishment may apply for a similar license to sell immediately adjacent to their establishment.
3. The Committee may sell alcohol on the sidewalk outside of McKnight Hall to fund their operations.
4. Prices shall be equal for like products.  The organizations involved should sell different products.  The City cannot regulate this beyond the permit issued.
iv. Sunday:
1. The Committee may sell beer at the Arena to fund their operations.
d. Applications for alcohol “outside” sales must be presented to the City Finance office for approval no-later-than March 15th to prepare for the April Meeting before Pioneer Day.  Any application after that will not be considered.  A meeting coordinating effort will be scheduled between the participating groups during the last week of March to prepare for the April meeting so that all permits are accurate for City Council approval.

5. Terms:
a. This policy is negotiable with notice to the City Council and the Community Club given before a regular scheduled City Council Meeting.
b. In the event of an emergency which may conflict with a portion of this policy, a meeting with the Mayor will be arranged to develop an immediate solution to determine how the event will continue.  Further refinement to this policy will occur afterwards at the next City Council meeting.
c. The City Council may restrict future access to alcohol licenses, and/or access to City Parks or Buildings if needed.



